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The Wetlands Project Management for Sustainable Development

in the Konglong Swamp Area in NongKhai Province

Mr. Peerasak Hinmuangkow*

Executive Summary

Konglong Swamp Area is a large swamp with about 11,300 rais located in the Konglong Swamp

District and Seka District in Nongkhai Province.  It has been listed in the Directory of Asian Wetlands.  The

importance of Konglong Swamp is evident in that: 1) it is the collection of various plants and wild animals

as well as migrated birds and rare local bird species; 2) it is an important research sites; 3) it is an

important land of fertile soil and water for many surrounding communities; 4) it is a tourism attraction

area; and 5) it is the source of food and income generation activities for the surrounding communities.

Based on the survey of relevant literature as well as observations and interviews with all concerned,

it can be concluded that the most important problems related to the Konglong Swamp Area are as the

threats of transgression in the wetland area for various purposes as the communities surrounding the

Konglong swamp become more populated.  As a consequence, the deterioration of natural environment,

bio-diversity and quality of water in the swamp is being experienced by the community members.  Both

the government agencies and the community residents lack knowledge and understanding of the

environment and ecology.  The government policies lack an integrated efficient and effective management

system. Furthermore, there is a lack of effective coordination among public and private sector with

respect to management.

Approaches to Problem Solving :

From the research study, following problem solutions are proposed :

1. Land reform, revitalize the soil, develop and use appropriate technology and develop more

water resources to maintain the richness of the wetland areas in the communities.

2. Develop the consciousness among community residents to preserve the wetland areas

ecology for long term and sustainable development.  This can be through various training activities, public

relations and dialogues among community residents and the concerned government agencies.

3. Generate employment and occupations that depend less on the external environment and

identify the community leaders to be the change agents and train the community residents to give more

discretion to their utilization of the natural resources. Develop eco-tourism activities in the communities.
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4. Enhance bio-diversity and the revitalization of the wetlandareas and natural rivers and canals to

increase the fertility of several species.

5. Revitalize the areas surrounding the wetlands to devclop and maintain the balance in the

swamp.  Reconstruction of some basic infrastructure such as roads and irrigated canals to reduce their

effect on water circulation.

6. Set up the waste water control system of waste water from the agriculture, industry and

community as well as use the equipment to increase oxygen generation in the water.

7. Organize meeting and conduct a strategic analysis to develop a  structure for joint collaboration

between the community residents and the concerned government agencies; organize training programs

to increase knowledge and understanding about the role of the various parties concerned with the

environmental ecology.

8. Develop a monitoring and evaluation system for the alertness on the physical conditions of the

biological resources of species in the swamp.  The office can be set up in the province that is responsible

jointly with the government agencies responsible for research and development in the areas of farming,

agriculture, ranching, and aquaculture activities to reduce the pollution and its effect on the wetlands.

9. The town administration should cooperate with the government agencies to set the clear

directions for the planning and implementation of the conservation and revitalization of the wetlands.

It should coordinate, and seek advice and ideas from all concerned groups in the management of the

activities to enhance the conservation of the wetlands in the communities.  In addition, it should develop

its communityûs body of knowledge by creating the learning process. It should initiate various joint

activities in utilization and conservation of the wetlands. Finally, it should monitor and evaluate the

performance of all concerned agencies on a regular basis.
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